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Memorandum 


ANDUL/DCF/MEMO/Misc./2024-24/ Date: 27.04.2024 
(644 Ch. E.) 


Subject: The possible gotra confusion, correction and explanation. 


Background: While documenting the Dakshina Rarhiva Kanyakubja 
Datta family, numerous scholars inaccurately classified them as 
belonging to the Maudgalya gotra in their written works. The 
dissemination of the wrong information has been extensive. This Datta 
family actually belongs to Bharadwaja gotra. It is conceivable that 
someone earlier made the error which subsequent writers replicated in 
their works without verifying its authenticity. This indicates that they 
lacked direct interaction with Dakshina Rarhiya Kanyakubja Datta 
family during the writing process. 


Main body: In his book “Brahmakayastha’, published in British 
Calcutta in the Bengali year of 4" Ashwin 1316 BS corresponding to 
1909 CE in the Gregorian calendar, Shri Lalita Prasad Datta delves into 
the intricate details surrounding the gotra confusion between the two 
distinct Datta families. 


In the absence of precise historical records, some kulacharyas have 


erroneously attributed the gotra of the Dakshina Rariya Datta family of 
Bally’s founder, Shri Purushottama Datta, to Maudgalya instead of 
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Bharadwaja. However, the Datta family continues to observe all their 
religious practices under the Bharadwaja gotra to this day. Therefore, 
suggesting that the Dattas’ original gotra is Maudgalya would imply a 
longstanding deception regarding their lineage, which is highly 
improbable. 


Hence, Purushottama Datta from Kannauj, who was invited to Bengal 
by Maharaja Adisura, along with Saukalin gotra Makaranda Ghose, 
Gautama gotra Dasaratha Vasu (Bose), Visvamitra gotra Kalidasa 
Mitra and Kashyap gotra Virata Guha, for conducting a yajna, belonged 
to the Bharadwaja gotra. Accompanied him was Sriharsha Pandit 
(Mukhopadhyay or Mukherjee), who was of the same gotra and one 
among the five sagnika Brahmins, collectively arrived in Gauda from 
North India. 


Vat ATVY GALICIA AAAs Fos PRs) 
OCA PAT | ACA ABCASAS | 


It is essential to clarify the misconception regarding the Bharadwaja 
gotra Datta family being of the Maudgalya gotra. During the period of 
social evolution within the Vangaja community, a minister named 
Narayana Datta presented himself as the grandson of Purushottama 
Datta in the Raj Sabha. However, according to the genealogy of the 
Bharadwaja gotra Datta lineage, Vinayak Datta’s son, who fell into the 
caste-politics in the court of king Ballal Sen, was the eighth descendant 
from Purushottama Datta. Thus, the minister Narayana Datta, the 
grandson of Purushottama Datta and the Narayana Datta, the eighth- 
generation descendant of Purushottama Datta, cannot possibly be the 
same individual. Narayana Datta who was the grandson of 
Purushottama Datta belonged to Maudgalya_ gotra. Hence, 
misunderstandings arise concerning the gotra of the Datta family. 


Possible reasons: 


D we 
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(1) There is a belief among the Dakshina Rarhiya Kanyakubja 
Bharadwaja gotra Datta family that during the cultural renaissance 
of East Bengal society, Narayana Datta of the Bharadwaja gotra 
left Bengal and returned to Kannauj, possibly seeking refuge from 
king Ballal Sen. Consequently, it 1s speculated that Ballal Sen, 
feeling the absence of Datta, identified particularly an intelligent 
individual named Narayana Datta within his council and introduced 
him instead to the assembly as of the Kanyakubja Datta lineage. 
The newly introduced Narayana Datta was actually of the gotra 
Maudgalya. 


(2) Again, the first known individual in the lineage of a Das family from 
Uttar-Rariya is Purushottama, belonging to the Maudgalya gotra. 
There ‘Das’ is just a surname. Conversely, since the Dakshina 
Rarhiya Kanyakubja Datta of the Bharadwaja gotra do not identify 
themselves as ‘Das’ (which also means attendant) of nobody, so 
there may had been an intentional imposition of the Maudgalya 
gotra, associated with Purushottama Das, upon the Dakshina 
Rarhiya Kanyakubja Datta of the Bharadwaja gotra. This could have 
been done with the subtle intention of utilizing the alternative 
meaning of the word ‘Das’ to denote attendant. 


Point added by Sh. Hemotpaul Chaudhuri: The Purushottama Das 
of the Maudgalya gotra was also nobody’s servant. In fact, no one 1s 
servant of nobody. It is a caste-conscious mentality derived from the 
colonial days of British India. The surname ‘Das’ here does not mean 
servant, instead it means, ‘one who serves the Lord Purushottama’. 
In the Vaishnava culture, there would be names like Krishna Das, 
Narayan Das, Mukunda Das etc., meaning they served the Lord as 
devotees or sebayits and are not meant to mean servant of upper 
caste. 


Nera soe 


Page 3 of 7 


Note 01: 

King Ballal Sena refused to acknowledge the nobility of the Dakshina 
Rarhiya Kanyakubja Datta lineage of the Bharadwaja gotra for what 
soever the reason is, rendering them not being kulina, which does not 
mean maulik. It is essential to note that maulik is not the antonym of not 
being kulina. Among the esteemed maulik Kayastha clans, namely Dey, 
Datta, Kar, Palit, Sen, Sinha, Das and Guha, it’s pertinent to discern that 
the maulik categorized Datta lineage stands distinct from the Dakshina 
Rarhiya Kanyakubja Datta lineage of the Bharadwaja gotra. 


In the second edition of the book “Datta Vansa Mala’’, herein refer to 
as ‘DVM-II’ by Kedarnath Dutt, also known as Srila Bhakti Vinod 
Thakur, published in British Calcutta in 1899 CE, some verses are 
devoted to addressing the gotra confusion between the two distinct 
Datta families. 


Original Text: 
CAPO CMT CATS AAT 
GAPS MAY ABS AKTATSA | 
APA SIMA Pw AA Peo PS | 
DATE PLAT SHACT SAAT |I 
Hare fufaxs CaherscsieicalierPowws | 
PIP PHS AMASs CH Perr 
PICT TEPC EP MAR aASS | 
Carer Ret als Wahratws APOTs || 
Comply abatt Feats atemtwat 
Boal SarArlord MAKI COPE |I 
Reacaeticep Rieretarsat 
BEM PACHA WT SS FATS! 
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Devnagari text: 
VHearedes Hee: TA 
EAT TALS ATT: TOIT: I 
Tea TAtered ASA HeraTa: | 
UR Hallet AeA Aaa ANA: II 
aded fate: wrh:cletatfernted: | 
PAHOA CAAA: let: HTAATA| 
ata afrensanteeetretia: | 
Obferent fase Sa: STAT: SAAT: I 
dalteare eoet ferret aryeTeqAT| 
RT SeaTers Sra Tapa: II 
fattrtiacreds faftrrrearete| 
seatfernneay facta sta ead 


English Equivalent: 


In the lineage of Saxsena and Agnidatta born a man of the gotra 
Maudgalya, Purushottama, who is inferred as the founder of another 
Datta family. But due to bias and carelessness, the new kulacharyas 
considered both the two as one, in their books. Among the two different 
tyes of the said Datta clans, classification is made, one is kulina and the 
other is maulik. From Kanyakubja arrived kulina clans collectively. 
King Adisura retained the kulina status or nobility of the Dattas of 
Bally. Other different maulik Dattas are refered by their village name. 
They are said to be from Batagram, Bighati, far-off Kachina, Haripal 
and Tekona. Also, the maulik Dattas are known by various gotras and 
various pravaras. It is purported that in the list of the eight maulik 
Kayasthas, Dattas, who are maulik, hold the second rank. 


Nera oly 
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Note 02: 

The line from the verse “...feate ateureati...” «...faeet ATSTETT. ..””), 
where ‘feeb / faa’ (Bighati) is the name of a place lies in the present- 
day Singur block of Hooghly district, W.B., India, and ‘aTeuteat / 


aMetedar’ probably means ‘like the position of navel’, so together 
“Rae atest...” («.. fereret aM altta...”) mean just as the navel is 


positioned at the center of the human body, similarly, Bighati occupied 
a central location in Bengal, prior to the partition in 1947 CE. 


The name of the place, as mentioned in the verse, and its present 
location is tabulated below: 


SNe: Name of the place 


(as mentioned in the verse) 


Present location 


Datta of Bharadwaja gotra and of Angirasa pravara. 
Category : Kulina. 


Lies in the present-day Bally- 
l. Bally Jagachha block of Howrah district, 
W.B., India. 


Datta of Maudgalya gotra and others within Kayastha community. 
Category : Maulik. 
Lies in present-day Nawabganj 


1 Batagram District, Rajshahi Division, 
Bangladesh 
2 Bighati Lies in present-day Singur block of 


Hooghly district, W.B., India. 


Lies in present-day Haripal block of 


= ale Hooghly district, W.B., India. 
: Lies in Bhaluka upazila of 
He ain Mymensingh Division, Bangladesh. 
Lies in the present-day Hariharpara 
5. Tekona block of Murshidabad district, 


W.B., India. 
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Reference: 


to 


In the photo: ‘Datta Vansa Mala’, 2" edition (1899 CE) by Kedarnath 
Dutt and (right) ‘Brahmakayastha’ (1909 CE), by Lalita Prasad Dutt. 


£0 wap fol 


Dhruba Datta Chowdhury 
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